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Our New Recruit

IN OCTOBER 2021, WE RAISED OVER $1100 SELLING
HAND MADE PUMPKIN SPICE ICED LATTES.

Off Ramp Community, I would like to
introduce myself to this amazing group
of readers, givers, peacemakers, and
supporters. My name is Alaya Gaj. I am
12 years old and this past year I have had
the privilege of joining forces with The
Off Ramp.
It all started when my mom was having
a board meeting with the other
members of The Off Ramp.
I was listening and overheard them talk
about the various projects that were in
the works and all I could think of is I
NEED to get involved. What I had heard
inspired me so much and I knew then
and there that I wanted to help.
I had the pleasure of connecting with
Nell and Christen, and their warmth and
passion for their work was something I
admired so much. When I approached
them about joining the off ramp , they
both welcomed me with open arms and
I am so grateful to them for taking me
along this journey.
My short time with The Off Ramp so far
has been nothing short of amazing. We
were able to organize several projects
that were successful and have had huge
impacts to the community The OFF
Ramp serves. In October, we organized
a “pumpkin spice and everything nice”
pop up as a fundraiser to raise money
for The Off Ramp. We were able to raise
over $1100 and I enjoyed making iced
lattes for everyone who came. We had
the most generous donors whom I
cannot thank enough for making my
first project and idea a great success.
We also had a surprise visit from Nell!

Later in the year I got word that there
was a major need for backpacks for the
new refugee families who have been
arriving in Houston. With the help of our
network, friends and family we were
able to collect and distribute 50 back
packs with much needed school
supplies for the children starting school
in the USA for the first time.
During the month of Ramadan, we also
distributed around 220 meals for new
refugee families who recently settled in
Houston. I got to speak to many of the
family members and really got an idea
of what the needs are for this
community in general.
Lastly, I have had the pleasure of putting
together this Impact Report
highlighting just some of the impact
indicators in this last year.

I have had a fantastic year with The off
Ramp and am excited for all the new
projects and ideas that are in the works.
Lastly, but most importantly in the
words of Nell Green “All of our work was
done in partnership with other agencies,
individuals, and churches. It is part of
our philosophy that we are better
together. It is not you or me, but you and
me”.
To all the donors and volunteers, we
thank you from the bottom of our heart.
Join me as I share a year in review of the
IMPACT that you all have made.
With gratitude, Alaya Gaj
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Impact By The Numbers
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1

Human Trafficking
Survivor

We partnered with the Coalition to
Combat Human Trafficking in Texas
to help a survivor receive his T Visa.
We helped pay for the translation
work that was needed in order for
him to apply and receive the visa.

Afghan Seamstress

We taught 1 Afghan seamstress in
Charlotte, NC how to make t-shirt
quilts and secured the first orders for
her new business.

1

Afghan Family

In partnership with a local church,
we located temporary housing for 1
Afghan family. We helped another
Afghan family secure more
permanent housing. Both families
are living in the Charlotte, NC area.
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Refugee Women

This year, we launched a
collaboration with KIT—a custom
clothier hiring refugee women in
Houston, TX. We provided work for
three refugee women by
contracting with them to make
clergy robes and the summer
collection for Threads by Nomad.

3

Consultations

We consulted three times with
a group in Houston, TX
providing temporary assistance
to Afghan refugee families.

4

Refugee Women

Through our partnership with the
Sewing Hope program, we
support four refugee women in
Kampala, Uganda who are
learning to develop product,
implement quality control, and
develop marketing strategies.
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Afghan Families

We purchased 4 televisions which
were then gifted to 4 Afghan
families in Winston Salem, NC to
support English language
acquisition.

5

Steps

Lupe Franco is the founder of 1S1 Skincare, a
project The Off Ramp supports. In Lupe’s
words, we helped them on 5 steps:
- Making the company 1S1 Skincare, LLC
- Introducing him to your think tank in order
to visualize how to start and much more
- Support him with the main equipment
necessary for the production
- Promoting his products on our activities.
- Helping with the identity and printing of
the labels

6

Sewing Machines

We equipped refugee women
graduating from a sewing
program in Charlotte, NC with 6
sewing machines and basic
supplies to support the launch
of their new businesses or to
sew for their families.
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Countries

Through our subsidiary Threads by
Nomad, we've had a positive impact
on the lives of artisans and their
families in ten countries—China,
Ethiopia, Haiti, Indi, Kenya,
Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Turkey,
Uganda, and the United States.

12

iPads

We provided 12 iPads to refugee
families with school-age children
to assist with language
acquisition and school
preparation in partnership with
Rock Hill ISD in South Carolina.

100

Backpacks

We supplied 50 backpacks for
refugee adults to use while
taking public transportation
and another 50 filled with
school supplies for refugee
children.

Impact By The Numbers

251

Kenyan Artisans

Through our partnership with The
Esther Project Shop, we support 251
artisans in Kenya who are especially
vulnerable to human trafficking and
displacement.
.

272

Meals

We arranged for the delivery of
272 meals to newly arrived
refugee families in Houston, TX
in the spring of 2022.

$1100

Raised

We had a successful fundraiser
hosted by Alaya Gaj. Donors
came to enjoy pumpkin spice
lattes and we used the funds
for our various projects for The
Off Ramp, raising over $1100.
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65

Hours of Work

Approximately 65 hours of work
were provided for 6 different
women in Kyrgyzstan through
the order that Threads made
for products this year with The
Master's Handicrafts.

Join us to become
a change maker.
THEOFFRAMP.ORG

